God’s Glory in Salvation Through Judgment

Men’s Discussion Group

Spring 2011

Instructions: 

Thanks so much for you willingness to be a part of this Bible Study group. I trust the Lord will enrich you greatly as you spend time in His Word and this helpful guide, God’s Glory in Salvation Through Judgment. Please understand that this resource is a reference and will serve you best if you consider this a tool to be consulted for years to come on given subjects. Some of the truths you come across in this volume may be new. Please read, bring your questions and points that you’d like to discuss to the group.

Obviously you are free to read the entire volume if your schedule allows, but for each discussion time, please read the introductions and conclusion for each book. Though there are treasures that you’ll skip over, this will at least give you the basics of each book of the Bible and specifically how they relate to the center for Biblical Theology that this book proposes. 

Below you will see some discussion questions. Please keep these in mind as you read the selected portion for our meetings. These questions are designed to generate discussion points so our interaction is lively and useful. 

Thanks again for your efforts to learn Biblical Theology through this group. 

Chapter 1 - This section is an intro to the book. It would serve you well to read this entire first chapter. 

1. What is the value of assigning a “center” to Biblical Theology? 

2. What are your initial impressions of the proposed center in this book? 

3. How does Biblical Theology stand distinct from Systematic Theology? 

4. Make sure you read section 6! What did you think about the order of the Canon and how does that impact our understanding of Biblical Theology? 

Chapter 2

1. Prior to reading this chapter, what would you have was the main point of the Torah? 

2. What are the negatives that come from viewing Torah as a simple set of rules? 

3. How does the Torah set the stage for redemption one day revealed in Christ? 

4. What are your thoughts about the discussion of the Levitical system being a faith based system? Is this important? 

5. In what ways do we see elements of similarity between the temple/tabernacle and the Garden of Eden? 

6. Out of the 5 books of the Torah, do you think they all square well with the proposed center for Biblical Theology that is argued in this book? Which one would you have the most difficulty explaining? 

Chapter 3

1. In your own words, what is the message of the prophets? 

2. In your understanding of Joshua, do you believe Israel fully possessed the Land? 

3. What is the relationship between the Promised Land and the Garden of Eden? 

4. How does the Samuel narrative progress Israel's story? 

5. What do you think about the assertion that David and later Solomon being viewed as a “new Adam in a New Eden”?

6. What is the function of the prophetic books in light of Israel’s history? 

Chapter 4

1. What are some questions you have about the genre of wisdom literature? 

2. How should we understand the role of the Wisdom books in teaching Torah? 

3. What is the connection of the Wisdom books to the  context of the Torah? 

4. How does connecting Proverbs to Deuteronomy 6 and 17 help one to better understand the significance of the book? 

5. What are some ways that these books can be taught to the congregation while avoiding to make simple morality sermons out of particular texts? 

6. What are your thoughts on “unlocking” Ecclesiastes through numbers? 

7. How does Chronicles demonstrate God’s sovereign hand at work? 

Chapter 5


1. What does it mean that the world is a “cosmic temple”?

2. Make sure you read the intro to the Gospels and Acts. In your own words, what is the story of redemption in the Bible? 

3. Hamilton continually points out that each author stands on the shoulders of previous Biblical authors. With this understanding, how does that influence how you read the NT? 

4. Which of the 4 gospels is the most difficult for you to understand? 

5. How should we understand the gospels in terms of their moral implications but not lose their historical significance? In other words, what is the ethical dimension to the Kingdom that is expected from believers today? 

6. The discussion on the book of John is particularly helpful. What were some of the features of the section of John that most helped you understand the book? 

Chapter 6

1. Hamilton makes the point that the letters play a similar role to the Latter Prophets. What is meant by this? 

2. What impact (if any) does the likely fact of the NT authors knowing one another  have on how you understand inspiration? 

3. Pick one of Paul’s letters and try to come up with a concise purpose statement

4. How do the letters fit with the central argument of the book, God’s Glory in Salvation Through Judgment? 
Chapter 7

1. Speaking in terms of the literature, what makes Revelation so unique among other New Testament books? 

2. With Hamilton’s understanding of the chiasim of Revelation, what is the central thrust of the book? 

3. What are some of the undercurrent narratives that you can identify that are at work in Revelation? 

4. This book is the final say on God’s glory in salvation through judgment. What is your understanding of the order of the final events? 

Chapter 8

1. What do you think about the idea of attaining a “Center” for Biblical Theology? 

2. As you have read this book, are you convinced of the authors Center? Why or why not?

3. What is your assessment of the criticisms leveled at the author’s position? 

4. What is the difference between God pursuing his own glory and being narcissistic? 

Chapter 9

1. This chapter deals with the practical implications of this for ministry. Do you think this is an important subject to discuss? 

2. What types of errors does identifying a clear center help to protect us from? 

3. Why are some ashamed of talking about God who judges? 

